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against Hatfield, one of the Nation’s
earliest opponents of the United
States’ Vietnam policy.

Two years later, Bob lost by only
about 10,000 votes when he ran against
Wayne Morse in the Democratic pri-
mary for Oregon’s other Senate seat.
Morse eventually lost to Republican
Bob Packwood. In 1972, he lost again to
Morse in a Democratic primary for the
U.S. Senate.

Never one to remain idle, Duncan
having moved to Portland, won an open
congressional seat in 1974, making him
the only person in Oregon history to
represent U.S. House districts in dif-
ferent parts of the State.

But Bob Duncan’s life should not be
defined by races won and lost. He was a
tireless advocate for civil liberties,
civil rights and eliminating the
scourge of poverty in America. His
friends and you can count me among
them remember him as tenacious and
hard working with a brilliant legal
mind.

I will always remember him as a
larger-than-life figure who loved tell-
ing stories and never let politics get-
ting in the way of doing what he felt
was right. Despite running a hard-
fought race against each other, Duncan
and Mark Hatfield became close friends
and working partners. Thanks to Hat-
field’s efforts, a government building
in downtown Portland now bears Dun-
can’s name.

Please join me in extending my con-
dolences to his wife Kathryn and his
children. All of Oregon shares in their
loss.

——
NATIONAL VA RESEARCH WEEK

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I
would like to recognize the accom-
plishments and discoveries of inves-
tigators and scientists at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, VA, who
have brought about critical advances
in health care delivery and medical
knowledge through innovative medical
research. These researchers and the
veterans that make it all possible will
be honored this week by National VA
Research Week, which celebrates the
historic success of VA research collabo-
rations through this year’s theme of
“Discovery and Collaboration for Ex-
ceptional Health Care.” I would like to
share some of the amazing break-
throughs that have resulted from VA
research and that have advanced the
quality of health care for all Ameri-
cans.

At the conclusion of World War I, it
was clear that servicemembers return-
ing from a new type of warfare needed
innovative medical treatment. VA re-
search began conducting hospital-based
medical studies in 1925 and since then
has continued to publish significant re-
search studies on a regular basis. While
VA research studies have changed dra-
matically over the years to reflect the
needs of veterans of each conflict, the
goal of providing quality care has re-
mained paramount.
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This commitment to quality care has
led to a litany of medical break-
throughs and discoveries that are re-
spected and have been utilized around
the world. Without the tireless efforts
of VA researchers, the medical commu-
nity would not have lifesaving tools
such as the pacemaker and the heart
stint. Without the breakthroughs of
VA research, the world may never have
seen a successful liver transplant, a
safer cure for tuberculosis, or genetic
mapping that may one day lead to the
eradication of Alzheimer’s disease. The
many successes of VA research con-
tinue today as ongoing projects close
in on a possible cure for cancer, create
new pharmaceutical solutions for seri-
ous mental illness, and build new pros-
thetics and assistive devices that make
a return to normal life possible for our
wounded warriors.

VA research holds the promise to im-
prove treatment and rehabilitation for
our Nation’s veterans. From developing
new prosthetics to understanding and
treating traumatic brain injuries, vet-
erans can be certain that VA medical
staff will always be prepared to best
heal their wounds. Wounds, both visi-
ble and invisible, must receive the best
care and treatment possible, and I am
proud that VA is leading the way on
new treatments for post-traumatic
stress disorder, PTSD.

VA breakthroughs in the treatment
of PTSD have not only helped thou-
sands of veterans but have served as an
example for both the American and
international mental health commu-
nity. Most recently, VA has been a re-
source for the people of Japan while
they grapple with the mental wounds
of the tragic earthquake and tsunami
that so violently shook that country
earlier this year. Today, while the first
responders and the resilient people of
Alabama and the areas affected by re-
cent tornado destruction begin phys-
ically rebuilding their homes and com-
munities, they can rely on the Psycho-
logical First Aid Field Operations
Guide to provide tips on how to begin
the healing process.

Medical and scientific advances from
VA research have often come through
collaboration. VA has the privilege of
relying on one of our Nation’s greatest
assets, the men and women who serve.
These veterans understand that often-
times, their participation in VA Re-
search may not directly benefit their
lives. Instead, they continue to serve
their fellow Americans by trying to en-
sure better quality care for those who
return from armed conflicts in the fu-
ture. By partnering with 1 million vet-
erans, VA is launching the Million Vet-
eran Project, an effort to learn more
about how genetics affect health.

VA also has the ability to partner
with some of the best medical research
institutions through their relationship
with the Association of American Med-
ical Colleges. This year’s theme marks
the 656th anniversary of an agreement
which allowed VA to join with medical
schools and create innovative partner-
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ships directly impacting the quality of
care. This partnership is a significant
reason for VA research being so suc-
cessful at finding innovative solutions
to health care problems. Because of
this collaboration, VA scientists and
researchers have access to both VA
medical centers and various university
medical centers to conduct their re-
search. This partnership brings to-
gether the brightest minds of our med-
ical and scientific communities and
yields positive results for our veterans.

I am proud to have been a long-time,
ardent supporter of VA research. I
know that VA’s world-class researchers
could easily work elsewhere, but they
continue to work with the Department
in fulfilling its obligations to con-
stantly improve the quality of care for
our veterans. At a time when more and
more veterans are coming home from
war and relying on VA for their health
care needs, we here in Congress must
make sure we can lead the way with a
strong investment in our veterans and
the high quality care we are committed
to providing them.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF BUENO
FOODS

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, ‘“‘red
or green?”’ That is the question. As
anyone who has ever dined in my State
well knows, this inquiry refers to
whether one prefers the zesty green
chile or the piquant red chile when or-
dering New Mexico’s unique native cui-
sine. In fact, in my State of New Mex-
ico ‘“‘red or green’ is our official State
question, and as I understand it, New
Mexico is the only State that has des-
ignated a State question.

For hundreds of years, chile has been
central to the culture of New Mexico.
Early Spanish settlers brought the
chile plant to New Mexico from the
Valley of Mexico. Today, growing and
processing chile peppers is New Mexi-
co’s signature industry providing about
5,000 jobs and a total value of about
$400 million per year. The chile pepper
and the frijole—or pinto bean—are also
the State’s official vegetables.

Today I honor the Baca family of Al-
buquerque and the 60th anniversary of
Bueno Foods. Just as chile peppers are
integral to New Mexican cuisine, for
generations Bueno Foods has been inte-
gral to the preparation of delicious
products made from chile. The Baca
family is a pillar of New Mexico busi-
ness and of the Barelas neighborhood
in the South Valley of Albuquerque.

Three brothers, Joe, Ray, and August
Baca, members of a long-established
New Mexican family, returned to New
Mexico in 1946 from serving in World
War II. They opened a local grocery,
the Ace Food Store in Barelas. Soon
they started offering their mother’s
legendary cooking, adding a carry-out
component to the store. At first, from
the kitchen of their childhood home,
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they made corn and flour tortillas,
tamales and posole.

The homemade traditional New
Mexican dishes were an immediate hit.
Then, the Baca brothers had an idea.
They talked about it around the supper
table with their mother and father.
They talked about it day and night. It
was the early 1950s and every house-
hold was getting a freezer. Commercial
frozen vegetables were becoming the
rage. The brothers asked themselves
two questions: Why couldn’t they take
a piece of their heritage, New Mexico’s
fresh-roasted green chile, and preserve
it? Why couldn’t they start with an au-
tumn tradition and use freezers to
make it last until the following year’s
harvest?

Thus, the Baca brothers were the
first to flame roast green chile and
freeze it on a commercial scale. No
equipment existed, so they had to build
it. No process existed, so they had to
invent it. And on May 18, 1951, Bueno
Foods was born.

Bueno Foods has grown steadily from
that small neighborhood grocery store
into a producer of 150 unique New
Mexican and Mexican food products,
spreading ‘‘el sabor de Nuevo Mexico”
across the State and the Nation. Now
owned and operated by the second gen-
eration of the Baca family in the same
South Valley mneighborhood, Bueno
Foods employs about 220 people year-
round and up to 350 during peak chile-
roasting season. The Baca family is
also active in the New Mexico Chile As-
sociation, a nonprofit organization
composed of growers and producers
fighting to ensure the chile industry
remains and prospers in New Mexico.

The Baca family has always believed
in giving back to its community. To
help mark the 60th anniversary cele-
bration, Bueno Foods is focusing on
four elements that are important to
the family and their company: improv-
ing the environment by planting 60 cot-
tonwood trees to replace those de-
stroyed in last year’s bosque fire in
Barelas; preserving their culture by
giving away special Autumn Roast
Chile grown in Hatch, NM; supporting
literacy and education by providing 600
copies of the children’s book ‘‘Tia
Tamales” to low-income schools in
New Mexico; and contributing to 60
community charities that focus on the
basic needs of education, hunger, and
stronger communities.

It is an honor to congratulate Jackie,
Gene, Catherine, and Ana Baca and the
Baca family on their 60 years of success
with Bueno Foods, to thank them for
all their good work in the South Valley
and throughout New Mexico, and to re-
member those far-sighted brothers who
started it all with a good idea and a
chile roaster.e

——
REMEMBERING ABRAHAM
BREEHEY
e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, it is

with deep sadness that I pay tribute to
Abraham ‘‘Abe’’ Breehey, and I ask my
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colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring his memory. Abe, who was a
champion of the rights of America’s
working men and women, passed away
suddenly last month from complica-
tions related to a brain tumor. He was
just 34 years old.

Abe was a well-respected friend and
colleague to many in the Senate. As di-
rector of Legislative Affairs and spe-
cial assistant to the international
president of the International Brother-
hood of Boilermakers, Iron Ship Build-
ers, Blacksmiths, Forgers and Helpers,
he tirelessly represented workers
across the country. He also served as
chairman of the AFL-CIO Building and
Construction Trades Department’s
Legislative Task Force.

Abe worked closely with the Senate
Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee, which I chair, in our efforts to
promote clean energy jobs. He rep-
resented labor interests with passion
and intellect and was a powerful advo-
cate for the role of workers in moving
the U.S. toward a clean energy future.

He was, in the words of International
Brotherhood of Boilermakers President
Newton B. Jones, the union’s ‘‘point
man on Capitol Hill,” who advanced
many critical causes on behalf of work-
ing men and women ‘‘with boundless
enthusiasm and determination.”

Abe’s work was not limited to the
U.S. Congress. He also worked inter-
nationally on efforts to control global
warming, representing the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Boilermakers
in international negotiations under the
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change.

Abe received his bachelor’s degree
from Sienna College in Loudonville,
NY, and his master’s degree in public
policy from the Rockefeller College of
Public Affairs and Policy at the Uni-
versity of Albany. He was also a grad-
uate of the Trade Union Program at
Harvard Law School. Prior to joining
the Boilermakers, he served as legisla-
tive assistant for Representative
DOGGETT.

As anyone who worked with him can
tell you, Abe was an extraordinary per-
son. Always full of cheer, he possessed
a gift for finding common ground on
tough issues, and he was taken from
this world far too early.

On Thursday, April 14, Abe passed
away, leaving a loving wife, Sonya, and
beloved daughter, Abigail. He is also
survived by his parents Ray and Carol
Breehey, sister Rachel Breehey Mollen,
three nieces, and a nephew. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to his lov-
ing family and many friends.

The U.S. Congress and workers
across the country have lost a tireless
advocate, trusted colleague and friend,
and Abe will be greatly missed. Al-
though his life was short, Abe unques-
tionably left his mark and he made a
difference in the lives of working peo-
ple everywhere. He will serve as an in-
spiration for all of us going forward,
and we will build on his important
work to honor his legacy. I know I
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speak for all of my colleagues in the
Senate in mourning the loss of Abe
Breehey and paying tribute to the life
of this vibrant and successful young
man.e

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:10 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1213. An act to repeal mandatory
funding provided to States in the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act to estab-
lish American Health Benefit Exchanges.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 1213. An act to repeal mandatory
funding provided to States in the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act to estab-
lish American Health Benefit Exchanges.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1401. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fluopicolide; Pes-
ticide Tolerances” (FRL No. 8859-9) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on April
18, 2011; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1402. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Data Requirements
for Antimicrobial Pesticides; Notification to
the Secretaries of Agriculture and Health
and Human Services” (FRL No. 8861-7) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
April 19, 2011; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-1403. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
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